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          (1 Mark each) 

 

 

 

1. Which ar t icle ensur es t he abolishment  of  unt ouchabilit y?  

 a. 16                                 b. 18                              

  c. 17          d. 19 

2. The chief  gr oups of  mar ginalised include  

 a. Scheduled cast es         b. Backwar d Cast es        

  c. Scheduled Tr ibes     d. All of  t hem  

3. Which communit y as per  t he const it ut ion cannot  wipe away t he r ight s of  mar ginalised gr oup? 

  a. Maj or it y                       b. Long                            

  c. Small                        d. None of  t hese  

4. I n which year  was t he Scheduled cast es and t he Scheduled t r ibes (Pr event ion of  At r ocit ies)  

    Act  f r amed? 

 a. 1889                            b. 1984                          

   c. 1989                         d. 1844 

5. The gover nment  f r ames _____________ in keeping wit h t he spir it  of  t he Fundament al  

     Right s.  

  a. New laws                    b. measur es             

         c. schemes                    d. none of  t hese  

6. He was an Adivasi act ivist  f r om Ker ala  

  a. A H J anu                     b. C K J anu         

           c. B K J anu                    d. D K J anu  

7. Who challenged t he pr iest  by dir ect ly quest ioning him about  wher e unt ouchabilit y came  

    f r om? 

 a. Kabir                            b. Tulsidas        

  c. Kalidas                     d. Mir a  

 

 

Object ive Type Quest ions 

I .  Mult iple choice quest ions 

Grade VI I I  – Polit ical Science  

Lesson 8.   Conf ront ing Marginalisat ion 
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8. The pr act ice of  r emoving human excr et a is known as: 

  a. Manual handling        b. Manual cleaning       

  c. Manual dischar ge      d. Manual scavenging       

1. (c) 2. (d) 3. (a) 4. (c) 5. (a) 6. (b) 7. (a) 8. (d) 

 

 

  

1. Ar t icle ________ of  t he Const it ut ion st at es t hat  unt ouchabilit y has been abolished. 

    a. 15                          b. 17                      

 c. 21                      d. 27 

2. Manual scavenging is a disgr acef ul pr act ice of   

     a. r emoving human wast e or  excr et a using br ooms, t in plat es and basket s and car r ying it  

on t he head t o t he disposal gr ounds.  

     b. r emoving animal wast e or  excr et a  

     c. bot h (a) and (b) 

     d. r emoving human wast e by machines  

3. Who wr ot e t he poem on unt ouchabilit y? 

      a. Meer abai                b. J ohr abai            

  c. Chand bar dai            d. Sor yabai 

4. The Scheduled Cast es and t he Scheduled Tr ibes (Pr event ion of  At r ocit ies) Act  came int o  

    being in t he year . 

      a. 1980                       b. 1985                   

 c. 1989                        d. 1991 

5. Who cannot  avail r eser vat ions? 

     a. Br ahmans                b. Dalit s                 

  c. Adivasis                   d. Backwar d and most  backwar d 

1. (b) 2. (c) 3. (d) 4. (c) 5. (a) 

 

 

 

 

 

I I .  Mult iple choice quest ions 
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1. Who out  of  t he f ollowing ar e f acing inequalit ies due t o mar ginalisat ion? 

  a. Dalit s              b. Women               

  c. Adivasis               d. All of  t hem  

2. Which is t he Ar t icle of  Const it ut ion t hat  st at es t hat  unt ouchabilit y has been abolished? 

  a. Ar t icle 16        b. Ar t icle 18           

 c. Ar t icle 28          d. Ar t icle 17 

3. Who wr ot e t he poem on unt ouchabilit y? 

  a. Poet  Chokhamela                          b. Poet  Sur ender  Shar ma      

  c. Poet  Mait hali Shar an Gupt a          d. Poet ess Soyr abai 

4. How does gover nment  ensur e t o end t he inequit y in t he count r y? 

  a. Thr ough laws                                  b. Thr ough r eser vat ions  

 c. Bot h A and B                                  d. None of  t hese  

5. What  t er m means t o exclude or  banish an individual or  a gr oup? 

  a. Dalit                     b. S.C.             

 c. Ost r acise               d. None of  t hese  

6. A per son or  a gr oup t hat  can expr ess t hemselves and t heir  views st r ongly ar e  

  a. Asser t ive            b. r epr esent at ive      

 c. f or cef ul per son      d. none of  t hese  

7. Who was Kar bir  by cast e? 

  a. Weaver                b. Kumhar                  

 c. Bar bar                      d. Mason  

8. Which t ype of  poems Kabir  wr ot e? 

 a. Bhakt i t r adit ion      b. Veer  Ras           

 c. Revolut ionar y          d. None of  t hese  

9. What  do you under st and by manual scavenging? 

  a. Wor k of  scavenging by machine          b. Wor k of  scavenging by hand    

 c. Wor k of  scavenging by power                d. None of  t hese  

10. When did t he Supr eme Cour t  ban t he pr act ice of  manual scavenging? 

    a. 2001                     b. 2002                    

  c. 2004                        d. 1993 

 

I I I .  Mult iple choice quest ions 
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11. The f or est  or  t r ibal people living in t heir  abor iginal st at e-t he lif est yle ar e known as  

 a. I nvoke                b. Dalit s             

  c. Adivasis                 d. None of  t hese  

12. Which Act  is impor t ant  f or  Adivasis? 

  a. Act , 1989            b. Act , 1990       

  c. Act , 1991               d. Act , 1996 

13. Who needs t o const ant ly wor k t o br ing equalit y and dignit y f or  all? 

  a. Gover nment          b. People             

  c. None of  t hem         d. Bot h of  t hem  

1. (d) 2. (d) 3. (d) 4. (c) 5. (c) 6. (a) 7. (a) 

8. (a) 9. (b) 10. (d) 11. (c) 12. (a) 13. (d)  

  

 

1. Manual scavenger s in dif f er ent  par t s of  t he count r y ar e known by t he names of : 

 a. Bhangis in Guj ar at                         b. Pakhis in Andhr a Pr adesh        

  c. Sikkaliar s in Tamil Nadu              d. All of  t hese  

2. C K J anu, an Adivasi act ivist , has point ed out  t hat  t he st at e gover nment s ar e t he violat or s of   

    t heir  const it ut ional r ight s because t hey allow encr oacher s. I t  t akes t he f or m of : 

  a. Timber  mer chant s                        b. paper  mill owner s             

  c. indust r ialist s         d. All of  t hese  

3. Reser vat ions play an impor t ant  r ole in pr oviding social j ust ice t o: 

  A. Adivasis           B. Dalit s                   C. Muslims            D. Hindus  

 a. A, C                           b. A, B                          

  c. B, C                              d. A, D   

4. The Cent r al Gover nment  passed t he Scheduled Tr ibes and Ot her  Tr adit ional For est  Dweller s  

    (Recognit ion of  For est  Right s) Act  in: 

  a. 2006               b. 2007                 

  c. 2008          d. 2009 

5. Ar t icle 17 of  t he Const it ut ion st at es t hat  t he f ollowing pr act ices have been abolished: 

  a. Tr af f icking                 b. beggar                

  c. unt ouchabilit y                                     d. employment  of  childr en below t en year s of  age 

1. (d) 2. (d) 3. (b) 4. (a) 5. (c) 

I V.  Mult iple choice quest ions 
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Column A Column B 

1. Fundament al Right s t o Abolish  a. Andhr a Pr adesh  

2. Soyr abai b. Unt ouchabilit y  

3. Saf aiKar amchar iAndolan c. Conf r ont   

4. Gr oups challenging t heir  mar ginalisat ion  d. Wif e of  Chokhamela 

   

1. (b) 2. (d) 3. (a) 4. (c) 

 

 

    

 Column A Column B 

1. The Employment  of  Manual Scavenger s and Const r uct ion of  Dr y  

    Lat r ines (Pr ohibit ion) Act  

a. 2003 

2. The Saf ai Kar amchar i Andolan f iled a PI L b. Ar t icle 15 

3. The Scheduled Tr ibes and ot her  Tr adit ional For est s Dweller s  

    (Recognit ion of  For est  Right s) Act  

c. 1993 

4. The I ndian Const it ut ion st at es t hat  no cit izen shall be discr iminat ed  

    against  on t he basis of  r ace; r eligion, sex or  place of  bir t h. 

d. 1989 

5. The scheduled cast es and t he scheduled Tr ibes Act  e. 2006 

   

1. (c) 2. (a) 3. (e) 4. (b) 5. (d) 

 

 

Column A Column B 

1. Unt ouchabilit y  a. Face t o f ace  

2. Pr iest   b. Wor k t o ear n money  

3. Occupat ion  c. Scavenging by hand  

4. Conf r ont  d. Temple  

5. Manual scavenging   e. Not  t ouchabilit y 

 

I .  Mat ch the f ollowing.   

I I I .  Mat ch the f ollowing.   

I I .  Mat ch the f ollowing.   
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1. (e) 2. (d) 3. (b) 4. (a) 5. (c) 

 

     

 

Column A Column B 

1. PI L f iled by Saf aiKar amchar iAndolan a. 1993 

2. Scheduled Tr ibes and Ot her  Tr adit ional For est   

    Dweller s (Recognit ion of  For est  Right s) Act   

b. 2006 

 

3. Employment  of  Manual Scavenger s and  

    Const r uct ion of  Dr y Lat r ines (Pr ohibit ion) Act   

c. 1989 

 

4. SC and St  (Pr event ion of  At r ocit ies) Act  d. 2003 

  

1. (d) 2. (b) 3. (a) 4. (c) 

 

 

 

1. The t er m Dalit  means _____________.  

2. Unt ouchabilit y is a ________________ cr ime.  

3. Kabir  was a poet  of  _____________ cent ur y.  

4. ______________ means t o give up owner ship or  aut hor it y.  

5. The gover nment ’s __________________ is a ver y signif icant  ef f or t  t o end inequit y in t he  

    syst em.  

1. br oken 2. punishable 3. 15t h  

4. Dispossess 5. Reser vat ion policy  

 

     

   

1. Ther e ar e specif ic ________ and _________ f or  t he mar ginalised in our  count r y. 

2. Nobody can f or ce a Dalit  t o dr ink or  eat  any _______ or  _________ subst ance. 

3. Manual scavenger s ar e exposed t o _________ condit ions of  wor k and f ace ser ious hazar ds. 

4. The j ob of  manual scavenging is mainly done by ________ women and young gir ls. 

 

I I .  Fill in the blanks 

I V.  Mat ch the f ollowing  

I  Fill in the blanks 
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5. The gover nment  pr ovide f or  f r ee or  _________ host els f or  st udent s of  Dalit  and Adivasi  

    communit ies. 

1. laws; policies 2. inedible; obnoxious 3. inhuman healt h 

4. Dalit  5. subsidised  

 

     

 

1. ________ ar e t hose r ight s which t he Const it ut ion of  I ndia has conf er r ed on ever y cit izen  

   wit hout  any discr iminat ion.  

2. Dalit  means _________. 

3. The ________ is impor t ant  f or  Adivasis. 

4. Many people of  I ndia wor k on _________ in f act or ies, et c. 

1. Fundament al Right s 2. Br oken 3. Act  1989 4. Daily wages 

  

  

 

1. Ar t icle _________ of  t he Const it ut ion st at es t hat  unt ouchabilit y has been abolished. 

2. ________ cannot  avail r eser vat ions. 

3. Ther e ar e specif ic ________ and ______ f or  t he mar ginalisat ion in our  count r y. 

4. Manual _______ ar e exposed t o sub-human healt h condit ions of  wor k and f ace ser ious  

    hazar ds. 

5. The j ob of  manual scavenging is mainly done by _______ women and young gir ls. 

1. 17 2. Unmar ginalized 3. Laws, policies 

4. Scavenger s 5. Dalit   

 

 

1. Manual Scavenger s ar e expose t o subhuman healt h condit ions of  wor k and f ace ser ious  

    hazar ds.  

2. C K J anu was a doct or .  

3. Br ahmans can avail r eser vat ions.  

4. The Saf aiKar amchar iAndolan f iled a PI L in 2003. 

1. Tr ue 2. False 3. False 4. Tr ue 

I I I .  Fill in the blanks 

I V.  Fill in the blanks 

I .  True or False 
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1. The scheduled cast es and t he schedule t r ibes Act , 1989 cont ains a shor t  list  of  cr imes. 

2. The I ndian const it ut ion has pr ovided many saf eguar ds t o pr ot ect  t he minor it ies. 

3. The r eser vat ion policy of  t he gover nment  is meant  only f or  t he Dalit s. 

4. Manual Scavenger s get  low wages f or  t he wor k t hey per f or m. 

5. The Supr eme Cour t  of  I ndia could not  do anyt hing t o ban t he pr act ice of  manual scavenging. 

1. False 2. Tr ue 3. False 4. Tr ue 5. False 

 

      

 

1. Gener ally, Adivasis live in f or est s or  mount ainous ar eas. 

2. Fundament al Right s ar e t hose r ight s which t he Const it ut ion of  I ndia has conf er r ed wit h t he  

    discr iminat ion. 

3. Dalit s had t o wor k f or  power f ul cast es t o ear n t heir  livelihood. 

4. The Const it ut ion ensur es t hat  pr inciples t hat  guide our  societ y and nat ion ar e democr at ic. 

5. Fundament al Right s ar e not  available equally t o all people. 

1. Tr ue 2. False 3. Tr ue 4. Tr ue 5. False 

 

   

 

1. Ar t icle 17 of  t he I ndian const it ut ion st at es t hat  unt ouchabilit y has been abolished.  

2. The law f or  pr ot ect ion of  manual scavenger s was passed by t he gover nment  in 1994. 

3. The Cent r al gover nment  passed t he Scheduled Tr ibes and Ot her  Tr adit ional For est  Dweller s  

    Act  in 2006.  

4. Ar t icle 15 has been used by t he Dalit s t o seek equalit y wher e it  has been denied t o t hem. 

5. The Pakhis in Andhr a Pr adesh and t he Sikkaliar s in Tamil Nadu have been t he vict ims of   

     unt ouchabilit y. 

1. Tr ue 2. False 3. Tr ue 4. Tr ue 5. Tr ue 

 

 

 

 

I I .  True or False 

I I I .  St at e True or False 

I V.  St at e True or False 
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1.  List  t wo Fundament al Right s in t he Const itut ion that  Dalit s can draw upon t o insist  that   

   t hey be t reat ed with dignit y and equals.  Re- read t he Fundamental Right s listed on      

    page 14 of  the t ext book t o help you answer t his quest ion.   

  The t wo Fundament al r ight s ar e  

  (i) Right  t o equalit y                 (ii) Right  against  exploit at ion  

2.  Re- read t he st ory on Ranthnam as well as t he provisions of  t he 1989 Acheduled Castes  

   and Scheduled Tribes (Prevent ion of  At rocit es) Act .  Now list  one reason why you think  

   he used this law t o f ile a complaint .   

  This law pr ovides pr ot ect ion t o Dalit s and Adivasis. Ther ef or e, Rat hnam sought  t he 

suppor t  of  t his law.  

3.  Name t he marginal groups.   

  Adivasis, Dalit s, Muslims, women and ot her s.  

4.  Explain t he Saf aiKaramchariAndolan.   

  Saf aiKar amchar iAndolan is an or ganisat ion in Andhr a Pr adesh, wor king wit h manual 

scavenger s.  

5.  Explain Art icle 15 of  the Const itut ion.   

  Ar t icle 15 of  t he Const it ut ion st at es t hat  no cit izen of  I ndia shall be discr iminat ed 

against  on t he basis of  r eligion, r ace, cast e, sex or  place of  bir t h.  

6.  Which f undamental Right s have been upon t he minorit y groups? 

  The Right  of  Fr eedom of  Religion and Cult ur al and Educat ional Right s have been dr awn 

upon t he minor it y gr oups.  

 

 

 

1.  Why do Adivasi act ivist s,  including C K Janu,  believe that  Adivasis can also use                  

   t his 1989 Act  t o f ight  against  dispossession? I s t here anything specif ic in the provisions  

   of  t he act  t hat  allows her t o believe this? 

  The act  conf ir ms t hat  land belonging t o t r ibal people cannot  be sold t o or  bought  by non-

t r ibal people. I n cases t his has happened, t he Const it ut ion guar ant ees t he r ight  of  t r ibal people 

t o r e-posses t heir  land.  

Very Short  Answer Quest ions 

Short  Answer Type Quest ions 
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2.  Describe Art icle 17 of  the Const it ut ion.  

  (i) Ar t icle 17 of  t he Const it ut ion st at es t hat  unt ouchabilit y has been abolished.  

  (ii) This means no one can hencef or t h pr event  Dalit s f r om educat ing t hemselves, 

ent er ing t emples, using public f acilit ies, et c.  

 (iii) I t  is wr ong t o pr act ise unt ouchabilit y and is a punishable cr ime now.  

3.  Def ine manual scavenging 

  Manual scavenging r ef er s t o t he pr act ice of  r emoving human and animal wast e/ excr et a 

using br ooms, t in plat es and basket s f r om dr y lat r ines and car r ying it  on t he head t o disposal 

gr ounds some dist ance away.  

4.  To protect  the manual scavengers f rom serious health hazards what  did t he government   

   do?  

  I n 1993, t he gover nment  passed t he Employment  of  Manual Scavenger s and Const r uct ion 

of  Dr y Lat r ines (Pr ohibit ion) Act . This law pr ohibit s t he employment  of  manual scavenger s as 

well as t he const r uct ion of  dr y lat r ines.  

5.  How do t he government  and the Const it ut ion promote social just ice? Give an example.   

  (i) Bot h Cent r al and St at e gover nment  cr eat e specif ic schemes in t r ibal ar eas or  in ar eas 

t hat  have a high Dalit  populat ion.  

  (ii) For  example, t he gover nment  pr ovides f or  f r ee or  subsidised host els f or  st udent s of  

Dalit  and Adivasi communit ies so t hat  t hey can avail of  educat ion f acilit ies t hat  ar e not  

available in t heir  localit ies.  

6.  What  is reservat ion policy? 

  (i) Reser vat ion policy is ver y signif icant  and highly cont ent ious.  

  (ii) The laws which r eser ve seat s in educat ion and gover nment  employment  f or  Dalit s and 

Adivasis ar e based on an impor t ant  ar gument  t hat  in a societ y like our , wher e f or  cent ur ies 

var ious sect ions of  t he populat ion have been denied oppor t unit ies t o lear n and t o wor k in or der  

t o develop new skills or  vocat ions, a democr at ic gover nment  needs t o st ep in and assist  t hese 

sect ions.  

7.  How does t he reservat ion policy work? 

  (i) St udent s applying t o t he educat ional const it ut ion and t hose applying f or  post s in 

gover nment  ar e expect ed t o f ur nish pr oof  of  t heir  cast s or  t r ibe st at us, in t he f or m of  cast e 

and t r ibe cer t if icat es.  
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  (ii) I f  a par t icular  Dalit  cast e or  a cer t ain t r ibe is on t he gover nment  list , t hen a 

candidat e f r om t hat  cast e or  t r ibe can avail of  t he benef it  of  r eser vat ion.  

 

 

 

1.  The poem and t he song in this unit  allow you t o see t he range of  ways in which  

   individuals and communit ies express t heir opinions,  anger and sorrow.  I n class do the  

   f ollowing exercises-  

 (i) Br ing t o class a poem t hat  discusses a social issue. Shar e it  wit h your  classmat es. 

Wor k in small gr oups wit h t wo or  mor e poems t o discuss t heir  meaning as well as what  t he poet  

is t r ying t o communicat e.  

  (ii) I dent if y a mar ginalised communit y in your  localit y. Wr it e a poem, or  song, or  dr aw a 

post er , et c. t o expr ess your  f eelings as a member  of  t his communit y.  

 (i) Class Act ivit y             (ii) Self -at t empt   

2.  Describe t he Scheduled Cast es and the Scheduled Tribes (Prevent ion of  At rocit ies)   

   Act ,  1989.   

  (i) The Scheduled Cast es and t he Scheduled Tr ibes (Pr event ion of  At r ocit ies) Act  was 

f r amed in 1989 t o pr ot est  against  t he dominat ion and violence of  t he power f ul communit ies 

against  Dalit s and ot her  t r ibal gr oups.  

  (ii) I n or der  t o indicat e t o t he gover nment  t hat  unt ouchabilit y was st ill being pr act ised 

and in t he most  hideous manner , Dalit  gr oups demanded new laws t hat  would list  t he var ious 

sor t s of  violence against  Dalit s and pr escr ibe st r ingent  punishment  f or  t hose who indulge in 

Them.  

3.  Ment ion the crimes t hat  have been dealt  wit h by t he Scheduled Cast es and the  

   Scheduled Tribes (Prevent ion of  At rocit ies) Act ? 

  This act  cont ains a ver y long list  of  cr imes, some of  which ar e t oo hor r ible even t o 

cont emplat e. The act  dist inguishes sever al levels of  cr imes  

 (i) Fir st ly, it  list s modes of  humiliat ion t hat  ar e bot h physically hor r if ic and mor ally 

r epr ehensible and seeks t o punish t hose who: 

 a. For ce a member  of  a Scheduled Cast e or  a Scheduled Tr ibe t o dr ink or  eat  any 

inedible or  obnoxious subst ance.  

Long Answer Type Quest ions 
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 b. For cibly r emoves clot hes of  a Scheduled Cast e or  a Scheduled Tr ibe member  or  

par ades him or  her  naked or  wit h paint ed f ace or  body, or  commit s any similar  act  which is 

der ogat or y t o human dignit y. 

 (ii) The act  r ecognises cr imes against  Dalit  and t r ibal/ women and t her ef or e seeks t o 

penalise any one who: 

  (a) Assault s or  uses f or ce on any woman belonging t o a Scheduled Cast e or  Scheduled 

Tr ibe wit h int ent  t o dishonour  her .  

 (iii) Act ions t hat  disposes Dalit s and Adivasis.  

4.  Def ine the demands of  Adivasis and the 1989 Act .  

  (i) The 1989 Act  is impor t ant  as Adivasi act ivist s r ef er  t o it  t o def end t heir  r ight  t o 

occupy land t hat  was t r adit ionally t heir s.  

  (ii) Adivasis, of t en unwilling t o move f r om t heir  land, ar e f or cibly displaced.  

  (iii) This Act  mer ely conf ir m t hat  t he land belonging t o t he t r ibal people cannot  be sold 

t o or  bought  by non-t r ibal people.  

  (iv) CK J anu, an Adivasi act ivist , has point ed out  t hat  one of  t he violat or s of  

Const it ut ional Right s guar ant eed t o t r ibal people ar e gover nment s in t he var ious st at es of  

I ndia-f or  it  is t hey who allow non-t r ibal encr oacher s in t he f or m of  t imber  mer chant s, paper  

mills, et c. t o exploit  t r ibal land and t o f or cibly evict  t r ibal people f r om t heir  t r adit ional f or est s 

in t he pr ocess of  declar ing f or est s as r eser ved or  as sanct uar ies.  

 


